SALT Parish – St. John’s 
Psalm 23 – God’s Answer to Busyness
Wednesday, March 9, 2022
Prelude

Welcome, Announcements
Confession & Forgiveness
P:
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
C:
But, O Lord, we are consumed with wanting more.
P:
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.
C:
But, O Lord, other pastures seem greener. The waters aren’t always still.  
Our souls still thirst.
P:
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
C:  O Lord, we long to be led by you, though we may complain along the path.
P:  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me.
C:  And yet, O God, we do sometimes fear. May we feel your presence, your comfort and your forgiveness anew.
P:  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
C:  O God, sometimes we refuse to sit down at your table.  Forgive us and help us to see your overflowing mercy.
P:  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.
C:  Forgive us, God, and lead us into your house.
Prayer of the Day 
Gracious God, strengthen and keep us in your most amazing grace through desert times. Help us to this Lenten season to trust you with faithful confidence through prayer and time with and reflection upon scripture as you prepare an abundant for harvest us. In Jesus name, Amen.

Lesson: Isaiah 49:8-12
8Thus says the Lord: In a time of favor I have answered you, on a day of salvation I have helped you; I have kept you and given you as a covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the desolate heritages; 9saying to the prisoners, “Come out,” to those who are in darkness, “Show yourselves.” They shall feed along the ways, on all the bare heights shall be their pasture; 10they shall not hunger or thirst, neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them down, for he who has pity on them will lead them, and by springs of water will guide them. 11And I will turn all my mountains into a road, and my highways shall be raised up. 12Lo, these shall come from far away, and lo, these from the north and from the west, and these from the land of Syene.

Gospel: Matthew 6:24-34
24“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.
Sermon “God’s Answer to Busyness”                 
Hymn of the Day “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                                      ELW #324
Vs.1 In the cross of Christ I glory, tow'ring 
 
o'er the wrecks of time. All the light of 
 
sacred story gathers round its head sublime.

Vs. 2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, hopes 
 
deceive, and fears annoy, never shall the 
 
cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy.

Vs. 3 When the sun of bliss is beaming light and 
 
love upon my way, from the cross the 
 
radiance streaming adds more luster to the day.
Vs. 4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the 
 
cross are sanctified; peace is there that 
 
knows no measure, joys that through all time abide.

Offering
Offering Prayer

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love; through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, or Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed                                                   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer       
P:  Let us pray as Jesus has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

Blessing
P: May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth and claimed us as children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you + peace.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn “Now the Day is Over”  vs. 1-4                                            ELW #570
Vs.1 
Now the day is over; night is drawing nigh;
 
shadows of the evening steal across the sky.

Vs. 2 Jesus, give the weary calm and sweet repose;
 
with your tend'rest blessing may our eyelids close.

Vs. 3 Comfort ev'ry suff'rer watching late in pain;
 
those who plan some evil, from their sin restrain.

Vs. 4 Through the long night-watches may your angels spread
 
their bright wings above me, watching round my bed.

Dismissal  
P: Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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