Faith 
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
~ AUGUST 6, 2023 ~
GATHERING
	WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
		
* 	CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                                                                                  WOV pg. 10                                
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
 	C:  Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
	C: Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

	P:  Gracious God,
C:  have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins, through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
	C: Amen.

* 	ENTRANCE HYMN “Children of the Heavenly Father”                            LBW #474
Vs. 1	Children of the heav’nly Father Safely in his bosom gather;
	Nestling bird or star in heaven Such a refuge ne’er was given.

Vs. 2	God his own doth tend and nourish, In his holy courts they flourish.
	From all evil things he spares then, In his mighty arms he bears them.

Vs. 3   Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord his children sever;
	Unto them his grace he showeth, And their sorrows all he knoweth.

Vs. 4	Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children ne’er forsaketh;
	His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy.
	
		GREETING	                                                                                                                  WOV pg. 28   
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
 	C: And also with you.

* 	KYRIE 						                                                    WOV pg. 28   
	L:	Kyrie eleison:
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

	L:	Christe eleison:
	C:	Christ, have mercy.

	L:	Kyrie eleison:
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

* 	HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                                                WOV pg.29                             
	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.

	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth,
	And peace to God’s people on earth.

* 	PRAYER OF THE DAY
	P:  Glorious God, 
C:  your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with   abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.

1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works. You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.
15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them their food in due season.
16You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works. You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
18You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully.
19You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and save them.
20You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall destroy.
21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; let all flesh bless God's holy name forever and ever. You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.

SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5
This begins a new section in Paul's letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God's saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel's heritage and legacy include being God's children, having God's covenants, being given God's law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.

1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

*    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                               WOV pg. 31                                                     
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

*    GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.

13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves." 16Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you give them something to eat." 17They replied, "We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish." 18And he said, "Bring them here to me." 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
                                                                            
SERMON	

HYMN OF THE DAY “Praise and Thanksgiving”	                                      LBW #409 
Vs. 1 Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer For all things
		Living, Created good; Harvest of sown fields, Fruits of the
		Orchard, Hay from the mown fields, Blossom and wood.

Vs. 2	Bless, Lord, the labor We bring to serve you, That with our
		Neighbor We may be fed. Sowing or tilling, We would work
		With you, Harvesting, milling For daily bread.

Vs. 3	Father, providing Food for your children, By your wise
		Guiding Teach us to share One with another, So that,
		Rejoicing With us, all others May know your care.

Vs. 4	Then will your blessing Reach ev’ry people, Freely con-
		Fessing Your gracious hand. Where all obey you, No one will
		Hunger; In your love’s sway you Nourish the land.
 		
*	APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                                          WOV pg. 33 	
 	I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
 	I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
 	who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur ied; he descended to the dead.*
 	On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
 	he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 	and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
 	the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
 	the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
* 	THE PRAYERS
		Lord, listen to your children praying,		                                     WOV #775
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation.

You gather your church together by the Holy Spirit. Inspire all the baptized to proclaim your abundant love throughout the world. Guide us in the mission of the gospel through word and deed. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You cherish your creation, from the smallest microbe to the largest mountain. Protect fragile ecosystems, send favorable weather, supply food and water to nourish creatures, and raise us up to care for all you have created. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You desire peace and justice in the world. Instill within all political leaders your desire, support the work of international peace organizations, and provide relief for those in war-torn areas especially Ukraine and Russia. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You comfort those who are hurting. Accompany those who are alone, heal those who are sick, provide for all who hunger or thirst, console the bereaved, bring joy to the sorrowful, and attend to all who call on you especially


Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You place us within communities for mutual support and love. Reveal yourself to us in worship, fellowship, and ministry with our neighbors. Provide for feeding ministries and food banks in our area, that we share your abundance with all who hunger. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You have placed before us examples of faithful living, today we remember Susan who has witnessed to your promises throughout time and space. Rouse us by their lives of service and dedication to be your hands and feet in this world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

	Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

MEAL
	PEACE
	P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
	C: And also with you.

* 	OFFERING “Let the vineyards”		                                                   WOV pg. 35
	Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
	blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
	that we may be fed with the bread of life.
	Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we
 	offer now. Grace our table with your presence, Lord,
 	and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

*     OFFERING PRAYER
P: Merciful God,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given to us – our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
			
* 		GREAT THANKSGIVING 				                                                     WOV pg. 36		 P:	The Lord be with you.
 		C:  And also with you.

		P:	Lift up your hearts.
		C:	We lift them to the Lord.

		P:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
		C:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.


* 		WORDS OF INSTITUTION		                                                                               WOV pg. 36
		P:	In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  
 		thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
 		given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection and ascension, we await his  coming in glory.
C: Amen.

* 		LORD’S PRAYER	                                                                                                     WOV pg. 39
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

		COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

 *	COMMUNION BLESSING
	P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his   
  grace.
 		C: Amen.

*   CANTICLE                                                                                             WOV Pg. 40
Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell every-
one what God has done. Let all who seek the
Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name.
Send us with your promises, O God,
and lead us forth in joy with shouts
Of thanksgiving. Alleluia.

*    PRAYER                                                                                                                                 WOV Pg. 41                                 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. C:  Amen.

	SENDING
* 	BLESSING                                                                                                                              WOV Pg. 41                                 
 	P: Almighty God, Father + Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
 	C: Amen.
I
* 	SENDING HYMN “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                                  LBW #439
 Vs.1 What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
 	What a privilege to carry Ev'rything to God in prayer!
 	Oh, what peace we often forfeit; Oh, what needless pain we bear -
 	All because we do not carry Ev'rything to God in prayer!

Vs. 2 Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
 	We should never be discouraged - Take it to the Lord in prayer.
 	Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share?
 	Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness - Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Vs. 3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, Cumbered with a load of care?
 	Precious Savior, still our refuge - Take it to the Lord in prayer.
 	Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
 	In his arms he'll take and shield you; You wilt find a solace there.

* 	   DISMISSAL					      
 	L:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
 	C: We will! Thanks be to God!
2

