Faith & First

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
~ AUGUST 18, 2024 ~

GATHERING
	PRELUDE

	WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
		
* 	CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                                                                WOV pg. 10                                
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
 	C:  Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
	C: Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

	P:  Gracious God,
C:  have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins, through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
	C: Amen.

* 	ENTRANCE HYMN “Praise and Thanksgiving”                           LBW #409   
Vs. 1 Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer for all things living, 
         Created good: Harvest of sown fields, Fruits of the 
         orchard, Hay from the mown fields, Blossom and wood.

Vs. 2 Bless, Lord the labor We bring to serve you, That with our 
         neighbor We may be fed. Sowing or tilling, We would work 
         with you, Harvesting, milling For daily bread.

Vs. 3 Father, providing Food for your children, By your wise
         guiding Teach us to share One with another, So that, re-
         joicing  With us, all others May know thy care.

Vs. 4 Then will your Blessing reach every people; Freely con-
          fessing Your gracious hand. Where all obey you, No one will   
          hunger; In your love’s sway you Nourish the land.

* 	ENTRANCE HYMN “Praise and Thanksgiving”                           ELW #689   
Vs. 1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer for all things 
         living, you have made good: harvest of sown fields, fruits of the 
         orchard, hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

Vs. 2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, that with our 
         neighbor we may be fed. Sowing or tilling, we would work 
         with you, harvesting, milling for daily bread.

Vs. 3 Father, providing food for your children, By Wisdom’s
         guiding teach us to share one with another, so that, re-
         joicing  with us, all others may know your care.
 
Vs. 4 Then will your blessing reach ev’ry people, freely con-
          fessing your gracious hand. Where you are reigning no one will   
          hunger; your love’s sustaining showers the land.

		GREETING	                                                                                               WOV pg. 28   
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
 	C: And also with you.

* 	KYRIE 						                                             WOV pg. 28   
	P:	Kyrie eleison:
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

	P:	Christe eleison:
	C:	Christ, have mercy.

	P:	Kyrie eleison:
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

* 	HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                        WOV pg.29                             
	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.

	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth,
	And peace to God’s people on earth.

* 	PRAYER OF THE DAY
	P:  Ever-loving God, 
    C: your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill 
    us with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be    
    strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you 
	continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Proverbs 9:1-6
Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet. Just as ordinary food is necessary for physical life, Wisdom’s food – insight and understanding – is necessary for fullness of life with God. Partaking of Wisdom’s banquet is the way to life.

Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn her seven pillars. 2 She has slaughtered her animals; she has mixed her wine; she has also set her table. 3 She has sent out her female servants; she calls from the highest places in the town, 4 “You who are simple, turn in here!” To those without sense she says, 5 “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed. 6 Lay aside immaturity and live, and walk in the way of insight.”

Psalm 34:9-14
9 Fear the LORD, you saints of the Lord, for those who fear the Lord lack nothing.
10 The lions are in want and suffer hunger, but those who seek 
the LORD lack nothing that is good. Those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.
11 Come, children, and listen to me; I will teach you reverence for the LORD.
12 Who among you takes pleasure in life and desires long life to enjoy prosperity.
13 Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from lying words.
14 Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. Those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:15-20
[bookmark: _Hlk21676406]True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ, with our Christian fellowship and daily conduct. Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly rejoice together, give thanks to God for one another, and care for one another. In this way we revere our Lord Jesus Christ.

15 Be careful, then, how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16 making the most of the time, because the days are evil. 17 So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to one another, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20 giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

*   GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                         WOV pg. 31                                                     
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL: John 6:51-58
In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in which Jesus identifies himself as the true “bread of life”. Finally, in these verses, he makes a connection that would not be understood until after his death, in light of the church’s celebration of holy communion.

51 [Jesus said,] I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever, and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day, 55 for my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which the ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.”

SERMON                                                                                               

     HYMN OF THE DAY “I Am the Bread of Life”                              WOV #702 
Vs. 1  “I am the Bread of life. You who 
          come to me shall not hunger, and who be-
 	lieve in me shall not thirst. No one can come to 
 	me unless the Father beckons.” 

Chorus “And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up, 
             and I will raise you up on the last day.”

Vs. 2  “The bread that I will give is my 
          flesh for the life of the world, and if you 
          eat of this bread you shall live for-
          ever, you shall live forever.” Chorus

Vs. 3  “Unless you eat of the 
          flesh of the Son of Man and 
          drink of his blood, and drink of his 
          blood, you shall not have life within you.”  Chorus

Vs. 4. “I am the resurrection, 
           I am the life. If you be-
 	lieve in me, even though you
 	die, you shall live for-ever.” Chorus

Vs. 5  Yes, Lord, I believe that 
 	you are the Christ, the 
 	Son of God, who has 
	come into the world. Chorus

*	APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                    WOV pg. 33     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
 	I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
 	who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell.
 	On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
 	he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 	and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
 	the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
 	the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* 	THE PRAYERS
		     Lord, listen to your children praying,		              WOV #775
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

[bookmark: _Hlk104556959]Calling on the spirit of Wisdom, to guide our hearts, and our minds, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

Wisdom has built her house. May the church be a house of wisdom for all who enter. May we continue to grow and stretch in ways we never thought possible. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Wisdom has mixed her wine. May the harvest seasons be plentiful this year. We pray for orchards, vineyards, farms and all of creation. Protect and conserve the earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Wisdom has employed her laborers. Be with all who seek adequate employment. Guide our economic and governmental leaders to support the people of our world with fair wages and safe working conditions. Merciful God, receive our prayer.


Wisdom has invited her guests. Make your presence known to all who feel lost, abandoned, or hurting at this time. Direct your spirit of care to all who seek healing and comfort especially 

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Wisdom has set her table. May this congregation be a welcome table to all who seek the refuge of God. Break down walls and barriers that 

prevent us from offering a seat at this table to anyone who comes. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Wisdom has shown her path of insight. May we journey on her paths, looking toward a bright future while remembering from where we have come. We give our thanks for those who have gone before us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your holy keeping.  Amen.
	
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

MEAL
	PEACE
	P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
	C: And also with you.

* 	OFFERING “Let the vineyards”		                                     WOV pg. 35
	Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
	blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
	that we may be fed with the bread of life.
	Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we
 	offer now. Grace our table with your presence, Lord,
 	and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.
*   OFFERING PRAYER
P: Merciful God,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given to us – our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
				
* 	GREAT THANKSGIVING 				                                             WOV pg. 36		P:	The Lord be with you.
 		C:  And also with you.

		P:	Lift up your hearts.
		C:	We lift them to the Lord.

		P:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
		C:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* 	WORDS OF INSTITUTION		                                                                 WOV pg. 36
		P:	In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
C: Amen.

* 	LORD’S PRAYER	                                                                                     WOV pg. 39
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

		COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

 *	COMMUNION BLESSING
	P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
  you in his grace.
 		C: Amen.

*   CANTICLE                                                                                 WOV Pg. 40
Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell every-
one what God has done. Let all who seek the
Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name.
Send us with your promises, O God,
and lead us forth in joy with shouts
Of thanksgiving. Alleluia.

*    PRAYER                                                                                                       WOV Pg. 41                                 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.
C:  Amen.


	SENDING
* 	BLESSING                                                                                                    WOV Pg. 41                                 
 	P: Almighty God, Father + Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
 	C: Amen.

* 	SENDING HYMN “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”            WOV #721
Vs. 1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
         Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
         In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.
         Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

Vs. 2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
         Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
         Here you heard my dear Son’s story; here you touched him, saw his  
         glory.
         Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”

Vs. 3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
          Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
          Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled    
          you.
          Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

Vs. 4  “I the Lord will bless and keep you, and give you peace;
           I the Lord will smile upon you, and give you peace;
           I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
           Go, my children; I will keep you, and give you peace.

* 	DISMISSAL					      
 	L:  Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 	
    C: We will! Thanks be to God!
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