FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
~ December 1, 2024 ~~ Faith & First

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH “Waiting, Preparation, Joy, Light”
Advent is a time for waiting; for Christmas programs and parties, for
food and presents, for family members to come home for Christmas.

Advent reminds us that we are also waiting for God to come to us, God
in the form of the baby Jesus, who lived and died and rose for us.

We wait for God, who will come again in a new and surprising way. We
light the first candle to remind us to wait. The candle is lit.

From Luke 12, “Be dressed and ready for action and have your lamps lit;
be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the
wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he
comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert
when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit
down to eat, and he will come and serve them.”

Let us pray: God, in whom we hope, we wait for your coming to us once
again. Strengthen us as we wait, so that we will not lack any spiritual gift.
Help us to stay awake to the signs of your coming. Amen.
                
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                          LBW pg. 56               ELW pg. 94
P:	In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:	Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P:  Most merciful God,
C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
C:	Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn”  WOV #633
Vs. 1 Awake! Awake and greet the new morn, for 
         angels herald its dawning. sing out your joy, for 
         Jesus is born, behold! the Child of our longing.
         Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts to-
         gether, to open wide the heavenly door, and 
         lives now inside us forever.

Vs. 2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Em-
          manuel comes a-singing, whose humble song is 
          quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing.
          Music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving 
          kindness, the thunder of the anthems roll to 
          shatter all hate and injustice.

Vs. 3 In deepest night Christ's coming shall be, when 
         all the world is despairing, as morning light so 
         quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring.
         One without voice breaks forth in song, a lame one leaps in 
         wonder, the weak are raised above the strong, and 
         weapons are broken asunder.

Vs. 4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though 
         Dark the winter and cheerless, the rising sun shall 
         crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless;
         Love be our song and love our prayer, and love, our endless 
      story, may God fill every day we share, and bring us at last into glory.
     

	GREETING				                                    LBW pg. 57              ELW pg. 138 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE                                                                       LBW pg. 57              ELW pg. 138                                        
	P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P:	For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

	P:	Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
	C:	Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                   LBW pg. 57              ELW pg. 138                                        Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father. Amen.

	PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                       
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in 
relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin, and in 
having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name – “The Lord is our righteousness” – proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel.

14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

Psalm 25:1-10
1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4 Show me your ways O Lord, and teach me your paths. To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
8 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9 You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
10 All your paths, O Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing church.

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36
God will fulfill God’s purposes, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.

[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”   LBW #25        ELW #244
Vs. 1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear;
         the evening is advancing, and darker night is near.
         The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh.
         Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry.

Vs. 2 The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near;
         go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear.
         the marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand.
        Arise, O heirs of glory; The bridegroom is at hand.

Vs. 3 The saints, who here in patience their cross and sufferings bore,
          shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more.
          Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold;
          in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold.

Vs. 4 Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
         arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere.
         With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see
         the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free!

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                       LBW pg. 65        ELW pg. 105
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
	“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”        WOV #775   ELW #752
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
                                          
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for God’s presence.

God of righteousness, your people live in hopeful expectation of your coming. Fill your church with renewed passion for our shared mission, and deepen our relationships with other Christians and other faith traditions in our local community. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of the cosmos, all creation shows that your presence is near. Help us sense your goodness and love in the sun and moon, in sprouting leaves and bare branches, in the roaring sea and quiet breeze. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, your reign extends over all principalities and powers. Give leaders and all in authority hearts for justice and peace. Encourage efforts to enact policies that benefit the common good. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of change, you accompany us through life’s transitions. Be near to all who are changing jobs, moving, welcoming children, or facing the loss of loved ones. Sustain those who are ill or suffering especially


In times of change, remind us of your steadfast love. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of community, your Spirit holds us together. Sustain our care for one another. Inspire us to seek new ways to live together and to embrace the diversity of thought and identity in our communities.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of memory, we give you thanks for faithful ones who have died (especially). Tend to our grief and sorrow with renewed trust in your promise of abundant and eternal life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the please of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”        WOV #775   ELW #752
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

PEACE				                                                                                    
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING “We Give Thee but Thine Own”  vs. 1      LBW #410  ELW #686    
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone a trust, O Lord from thee.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray, God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus, Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING 				LBW pg. 68                   ELW pg. 145                                
P:	The Lord be with you.
C:	And also with you.

P:	Lift up your hearts.
C:	We lift them to the Lord.

P:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION		
P:	In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C:	Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER	                                                        LBW pg. 76    ELW pg. 145
P:  Let us pray as Jesus has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
	
COMMUNION			 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.      

[bookmark: _Hlk77586952]BLESSING 
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon us with favor and + give you peace.

SENDING HYMN “People Look East”                                             WOV #626
Vs. 1. People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the 
          year. Make your house fair as you are able, trim the 
          hearth and set the table. People, look east and sing to-
          day: Love, the guest, is on the way.

Vs. 2. Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted   
          there: Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in 
          course the flower may flourish. People, look east and sing to-
          day: Love, the rose, is on the way.

Vs. 3. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl  
           shall brim, shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as 
           sun and moon together. People, look east and sing to- 
           day: Love, the star, is on the way.

Vs. 4. Angels, announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to  
          earth. Set every peak and valley humming With the word, the 
          Lord is coming. People, look east and sing to-
          day: Love, the Lord, is on the way.

DISMISSAL					      
L:   Go in peace. Christ is coming soon!
C:  Thanks be to God! 

TURN MIC OFF!! 
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