SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
~ December 22, 2024 ~~ St. John’s & St. Peter’s

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH “Waiting, Preparation, Joy, Light”
At last! The fourth Sunday in Advent! The first candle gave us light to
wait, and it was a long wait. The first candle is lit.

The second candle gave us light to prepare, and we are almost ready.
The second candle is lit.

The third candle helped us to celebrate God’s promise to come. The
third candle is lit.

Now we light the fourth candle to remind us that Jesus, the light of the
world, is coming to us. The fourth candle is lit.

From Isaiah 9: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has
shined.”

Let us pray: God of love, you have sent your Son as the light of the world.
Even now that light is breaking in upon us. May we reflect the light of
your love, even as we wait for you to come again. Amen.
                
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                                 ELW pg. 94
P:	In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:	Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P:  Most merciful God,
C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
C:	Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Joy to the World”                                     ELW #267
Vs. 1 Prepare the royal highway, the King of kings is near!
 	      Let every hill and valley a level road appear.
 		  Then greet the king of glory foretold in sacred story:

Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word!

Vs. 2 God’s people, see him coming: your own eternal king!
 	      Palm branches strew before him; spread garments; shout and sing.
 	      God’s promise will not fail you; no more shall doubt assail you: 
          [Refrain]

Vs. 3 Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king;
 	      your king, yet every nation its tribute too may bring.
          All lands, bow down before him; their voices, join your singing:  
          [Refrain]

Vs. 4 His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heaven above.
 	     His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love.
   	     So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding: [Refrain]

	GREETING				                                    	                               ELW pg. 138 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.


KYRIE                                                                       			       ELW pg. 138                                        
	P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P:	For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

	P:	Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
	C:	Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                ELW pg. 138                                        Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father. Amen.

	PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                       
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus.

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace.

Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed:
49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name.
50You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation. You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly.
51You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their conceit,
52casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.
53You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.
54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the promise of mercy,
55the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever.   
You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly.

SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 10:5-10
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ's coming. Through obedient acceptance of God's will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy people.

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God' (in the scroll of the book it is written of me)." 8When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 

10And it is by God's will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.


GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-55
Elizabeth, John's mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth's inspired greeting and Mary's song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." 46And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him 	from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; 	he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 	52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever."

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”        ELW #257
Vs. 1 O come, O come, Immanuel, and ransom captive 
 	 Israel that mourns in lonely exile here
 	 until the Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Vs. 2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things
 	 far and nigh; in strength and beauty come and stay;
 	 teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain

Vs. 3 O come, O come, great Lord of might, as to your tribes on 
 	 Sinai's height in ancient times you gave the law
 	 in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Vs. 4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s
  	 tyranny; from depths of hell your people save,
 	 and give them victory o'er the grave. Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                       ELW pg. 105
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
	“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”        WOV #775   ELW #752
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
                                          
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for God’s presence.

Refining God, move through your church. Root out practices that harm your people, and kindle the fire for sharing the gospel among bishops, pastors, deacons, and all the baptized. Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Renewing God, transform your creation. Steer us from habits that harm what you have made, and guide us in practices that preserve and restore creatures and habitats. Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Ruling God, teach the nations your ways. Strengthen organizations and communities that broker peace and care for refugees, immigrants, and all caught in the center of conflict. Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Rescuing God, restore your people who are in need. Heal all who are suffering especially


Provide comfort and strength and nurture sustained wholeness for future. Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Reforming God, fill this congregation with your presence. Enrich our seasonal preparations, and bless the efforts by worship committees, music ensembles, staff, clergy and lay leaders as they work in the weeks ahead.  Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Reassuring God, we remember those who have died and rest in you. Guide us in deep gratitude for their life, and allow us to learn from their faithful witness. Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”        WOV #775   ELW #752
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

PEACE				                                                                                    
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING “We Give Thee but Thine Own”  vs. 1      LBW #410  ELW #686    
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone a trust, O Lord from thee.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray, God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus, Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING 				                                       ELW pg. 145                                
P:	The Lord be with you.
C:	And also with you.

P:	Lift up your hearts.
C:	We lift them to the Lord.

P:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION		
P:	In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C:	Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER	                                                                                   ELW pg. 145
P:  Let us pray as Jesus has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
	
COMMUNION			 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.      

[bookmark: _Hlk77586952]BLESSING 
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon us with favor and + give you peace.



SENDING HYMN “Good Christian Friend’s Rejoice”                     ELW #288
Vs. 1 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
 	     give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
 		 ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
 		 Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

Vs. 2 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
 		 now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
 		 He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.
 		 Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

Vs. 3 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
 	     now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
 		 Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
 		 Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

DISMISSAL					      
L:   Go in peace. Christ is coming soon!
C:  Thanks be to God! 

TURN MIC OFF!! 

POSTLUDE
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