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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
~ November 30, 2025 ~~ 
SALT Sunday

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
P: “The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light; those
who live in a land of deep shadow, on them a light has shined.”
(Isaiah 9:2) 
Almighty God, grant that the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, may so
light our whole lives that we never need again walk in darkness.

* Song “Peace, Peace, Peace” (Tune: Still, Still, Still)
Hope, hope, hope – the light of Christ is hope. In
All our darkness Christ is shining. Leading upward, faith refining.
Hope, hope, hope – the light of Christ is hope.
                
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                          LBW pg. 56               ELW pg. 94
P:	In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:	Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P:  Most merciful God,
C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
C:	Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “My Lord What a Morning”                           WOV #627
Refrain: My Lord, what a morning; my Lord, what a morning; oh
 		      my Lord, what a morning, when the stars begin to fall.

Vs. 1 You'll hear the trumpet sound, to wake the nations underground,
          looking to my God's right hand, when the stars begin to fall. Refrain

Vs. 2 You’ll hear the sinner cry, to wake the nations underground,
 		  looking to my God’s right hand, when the stars begin to fall. Refrain

Vs. 3 You’ll hear the Christian shout, to wake the nations underground,
         looking to my God’s right hand, when the stars begin to fall. Refrain
     
GREETING				                                                                            LBW pg. 57              
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE                                                                       LBW pg. 57              ELW pg. 138                                        
	P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P:	For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

	P:	Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
	C:	Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                 LBW pg. 57              Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father. Amen.

	PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                       
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1–5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: "Let us walk in that light of that Lord now!"

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

Psalm 122
1I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD."
2Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD."
5For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who love you.
7Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers.
8For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek to do you good." 
I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD."

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11–14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ's coming in the future.

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                               LBW pg. 62
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36–44
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, unexpected event that will bring about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.
 [Jesus said to the disciples,] 36But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”                 LBW #31        
Vs. 1 Wake, awake, for night is flying, The watchmen 
 	 on the heights are crying; Awake, Jerusalem, at last.
 	 Midnight hears the welcome voices, And at the 
 	 thrilling cry rejoices: "Come forth, you maidens! Night is past.
  	 The bridegroom comes! Awake; Your lamps with gladness take!"
 	 Alleluia! Prepare yourselves to meet the 
 	 Lord, Whose light has stirred the waiting guard.

Vs. 2  Zion hears the watchmen singing, And in her 
 	  heart new joy is springing. She wakes, she rises from her gloom,
 	   For her Lord comes down all-glorious, The strong in grace, in 
 	   truth victorious. Her Star is ris'n; her light is come.
 	   Oh, come, you Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God's own Son.
 	   Sing hosanna! We go until the halls we 
 	   view Where you have bid us dine with you.

Vs. 3   Now let all the heav'ns adore you, And saints and 
 	   angels sing before you. The harps and cymbals all unite.
 	   Of one pearl each shining portal, Where, dwelling 
 	   with the choir immortal, We gather round your dazzling light.
 	   No eye has seen, no ear Has yet been trained to hear.
 	   What joy is ours! Crescendos rise; your halls 
 	   resound; Hosannas blend in cosmic sound.

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                         LBW pg. 65        
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
	“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                           WOV #775   
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
                                          
In waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations and the whole creation.

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges and mediators. Cast out words of hate and transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of war to sow peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions who are ill or despairing especially


Surround all with care and consolation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down and relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us with all the saints (especially) to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                            WOV #775   
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

PEACE				                                                                                    
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING “We Give Thee but Thine Own”  vs. 1                         LBW #410  
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone a trust, O Lord from thee.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray, God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus, Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING 				                                             LBW pg. 68                   
P:	The Lord be with you.
C:	And also with you.

P:	Lift up your hearts.
C:	We lift them to the Lord.

P:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION		
P:	In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C:	Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER	                                                                                      LBW pg. 76    
P:  Let us pray as Jesus has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
	
COMMUNION			 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.      

[bookmark: _Hlk77586952]BLESSING 
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon us with favor and + give you peace.

SENDING HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                                LBW #25        
Vs. 1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear;
         the evening is advancing, and darker night is near.
         The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh.
         Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry.

Vs. 2 The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near;
         go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear.
         the marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand.
        Arise, O heirs of glory; The bridegroom is at hand.

Vs. 3 The saints, who here in patience their cross and sufferings bore,
          shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more.
          Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold;
          in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold.

Vs. 4 Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
         arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere.
         With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see
         the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free!

DISMISSAL					      
L:   Go in peace. Christ is coming soon!
C:  Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE

THIS WEEK AT SALT
Monday, December 1, Culver Quilters @ Faith 
10:30 am
Wednesday, December 3, Confirmation @ Faith
4:15 pm
Thursday, December 4, SALT Parish Meeting @ Faith, 6:30 pm

   SALT Parish Cookie & Candy Sale
Pancake Breakfast
     Saturday, December 6, 2025
9:00-1:00
Faith Lutheran Church, Culver
Cookies - $5.00/dozen
Candy - $3.00/half dozen or $5.00/dozen
Pancake Breakfast
2 Pancakes, Sausage, Juice or Coffee $5.00
3 Pancakes, Sausage, Juice or Coffee $6.00
All proceeds will benefit SALT Parish Ministries
Cookie Drop-off Friday, December 5th 
3:00-5:00 pm
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