THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
~ December 14, 2025 ~ St. John’s & St. Peter’s


PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
Lord, we thank you for your great gift of love to us. Help us, through
Jesus, to love you more. Amen.

SONG “Peace, Peace, Peace” (Tune: Still, Still, Still)
Love, love, love – the heart of Christ is love.
On all who come He pours His presence – Live and love in holy
essence.
Love, love love – The heart of Chris is love.
             
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                                ELW pg. 94
P:	In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:	Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P:  Most merciful God,
C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
C:	Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”   ELW #242
Vs. 1 Awake! Awake and greet the new morn, for 
 		 angels herald its dawning. Sing out your joy, for 
 		 soon he is born, behold! the Child of our longing.
 		 Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts to-
 		 gether, to open wide the heavenly door, and 
 		 lives now inside us forever.

Vs. 2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Em-
 		  manuel comes a-singing, his humble song is 
  quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing;
  music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving 
  kindness, the thunder of the anthems roll to 
  shatter all hatred and blindness.

Vs. 3  In darkest night his coming shall be, when 
    	      all the world is despairing, as morning light so 
          quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring.
          Then shall the mute breaks forth in song, a lame shall leap
 	      in wonder, the weak be raised above the strong, and 
          weapons be broken asunder.

Vs. 4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though 
         dark the winter and cheerless, the rising sun shall 
         crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless.
         Love be our song and love our prayer and love, our endless 
         story; may God fill every day we share, and 
         bring us at last into glory.

     GREETING				                                                                      ELW pg. 138 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE                                                                                                            ELW pg. 138
	P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P:	For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P:	For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P:	For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

	P:	Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
	C:	Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                    ELW pg.138
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father. Amen.

	PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                       
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save.

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Psalm146:5-10
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God;
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever.
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down.
9The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
10The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion throughout all generations. Hallelujah! The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down.




SECOND READING: James 5:7-10
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent.

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                               ELW pg. 142
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgement upon the earth (Matthew 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration.

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

SERMON


HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ, Be Our Light”                                     ELW #715   
Vs. 1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for 
         truth, we turn to you. Make us your own, 
         your holy people, light for the world to see.

Refrain: 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the 
Darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your 
church gathered today.

Vs. 2  Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for 
          hope, many despair. Your word alone 
          has pow'r to save us. Make us your living voice. Refrain 

Vs. 3  Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for 
 	  water, many still thirst. Make us your bread, 
 	  broken for others, shared until all are fed. Refrain 

Vs. 4  Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for 
 	  warmth, many are cold. Make us your building, 
 	  sheltering others, walls made of living stone. Refrain 

Vs. 5  Many the gifts, many the people, many the 
 	  hearts that yearn to belong. Let us be servants 
 	  to one another, signs of your kingdom come. Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                      ELW pg. 105
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.






PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
	“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                       ELW #752
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
                                          
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations and the whole creation.

God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation, that all may place their hope in you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is barren, sow seeds of live. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower, and creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God of grace, hear our prayer.

When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn their attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of compassion and care in all who govern. God of grace, hear our prayer.

When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. We pray especially for

In uncertain times, remind us of the promise spoken to our ancestors in faith. God of grace, hear our prayer.

When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer release. Strengthen the work of the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of poverty, and welcoming the immigrant. God of grace, hear our prayer.

As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died in faith (especially). May their boldness of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend for all whom we pray, entrusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”       WOV #775     ELW #752
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

PEACE				                                                                                    
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING “We Give Thee but Thine Own”  vs. 1                       ELW #686 
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone a trust, O Lord from thee.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray, God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus, Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING 					                                ELW pg. 145                                
P:	The Lord be with you.
C:	And also with you.

P:	Lift up your hearts.
C:	We lift them to the Lord.

P:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION		
P:	In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C:	Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER	                                                                                    ELW pg. 145
P:  Let us pray as Jesus has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
	
COMMUNION			 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.      

BLESSING 
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon us with favor and + give you peace.

SENDING HYMN “People, Look East”                                             ELW #248
Vs 1. People, look east. The time is near of the crowning 
 	of the year. Make your house fair as you are able,
 	trim the hearth and set the table. People, look 
 	east and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way.

Vs 2. Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is 
 	planted there: Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
 	that in course the flower may flourish. People, look 
 	east and sing today: Love, the rose, is on the way.

Vs 3. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the 
 	bowl shall brim, shining beyond the frosty weather,
 	Bright as sun and moon together. People, look 
 	east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way.

Vs 4. Angels, announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new 
 	life to earth. Set every peak and valley humming
 	with the word, the Lord is coming. People, look 
 	east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way.

DISMISSAL					      
L:   Go in peace. Christ is coming soon!
C:  Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE
2

