FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
~ December 28, 2025, 2025~ St. John’s & St. Peter’s

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
                
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                             ELW pg. 94
P:	In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:	Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P:  Most merciful God,
C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
C:	Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN “The Bells of Christmas” Vs. 1-4                    ELW #298
Vs. 1 The bells of Christmas chime once more; the heav'nly 
 	      guest is at the door. He comes to earthly 
          dwellings still with new year gifts of peace, good will.

Vs. 2 This world, though wide and far outspread, could scarcely 
         find for you a bed. Your cradle was a 
         manger stall, no pearl nor silk nor kingly hall.

Vs. 3 Now let us go with quiet mind, the swaddled 
          babe with shepherds find, to gaze on him who 
          gladdens them, the loveliest flow'r of Jesse's stem.

Vs. 4 Oh, join with me, in gladness sing, to keep our 
         Christmas with our king, until our song, from 
         loving souls, like rushing mighty water rolls!

     GREETING				                                                                       ELW pg. 138 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE                                                                                                   ELW pg. 138                                
	P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P:	For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

	P:	Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
	C:	Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                              ELW pg. 139                                        Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father. Amen.

	PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                       
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9
God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or an angel. God’s own presence brings salvation. The prophet and all who read these words join in celebrating God’s gracious deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act falsely.

7I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us and the great favor to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not act deceitfully,” and he became their savior 9in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

Psalm 148
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights!
2 Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise all you shining stars.
4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded and they were created.
6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away. The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heav’n.
7 Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,
8 fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9 Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
10 Wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;
11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
12 Young men and women alike, old and young together. The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heav’n.
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name only is exalted; whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14 The Lord has raised up a strength for the people and praise for all his faithful servants, for the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heav’n.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:10-18
Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed for us. We do not fear death, because he has conquered the power of death. Thus, Christ, our merciful and faithful high priest, has the final say over the destiny of our lives.

10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”
13And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                   ELW pg. 142
Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.





GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-23
In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the jealousy of Herod.

13Now after (the magi) had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:
18“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                ELW #288
Vs. 1 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
 	 give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
 	 ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
 	 Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

Vs. 2 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
 	 now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
 	 He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.
 	 Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

Vs. 3 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
 	 now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
 	 Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
 	 Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                   ELW pg. 105
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
	“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                ELW #752
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
                                          
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation and all who are in need.

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do likewise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your love. Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what we have broken. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.


God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out your compassion in every place your people suffer and protect them in the palm of your hand. We pray especially for


Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered your son Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted Rachel, comfort all who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones (especially). Even as we mourn, we offer thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and protection. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                ELW #752
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

PEACE				                                                                                    
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING “We Give Thee but Thine Own”  vs. 1                        ELW #686 
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone a trust, O Lord from thee.





OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray, God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus, Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING 					                           ELW pg. 145                                
P:	The Lord be with you.
C:	And also with you.

P:	Lift up your hearts.
C:	We lift them to the Lord.

P:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION		
P:	In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C:	Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER	                                                                                  ELW pg. 145
P:  Let us pray as Jesus has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
	
COMMUNION				                                                       

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.      

[bookmark: _Hlk77586952]BLESSING 
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon us with favor and + give you peace.

SENDING HYMN “Go Tell It on the Mountain”                             Hymn #290
Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere;
              go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

Vs. 1 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
          behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. Refrain

Vs. 2 The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo! above the earth
          rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior‘s birth. Refrain

Vs. 3 Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born;
         and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

DISMISSAL					      
L:   Go in peace. Share the good news!
C:  Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE
2

