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PRELUDE

WELCOME

OPENING DIALOGUE
P: Behold, now is the acceptable time;
C: now is the day of salvation.

P: Turn us again, O God of our salvation,
C:  that the light of your face may shine on us.

P:  May your justice shine like the sun;
C:  and may the poor be lifted up.

OPENING HYMN “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                       Hymn #104
Vs. 1 In the cross of Christ I glory, Tow'ring 
 	 o'er the wrecks of time. All the light of 
 	 sacred story Gathers round its head sublime.

Vs. 2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, Hopes de-
 	 ceive, and fears annoy, Never shall the 
 	 cross forsake me; Lo, it glows with peace and joy.

Vs. 3 When the sun of bliss is beaming Light and 
 	 love upon my way, From the cross the 
 	 radiance streaming Adds more luster to the day.

Vs. 4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, By the 
 	 cross are sanctified; Peace is there that 
 	 knows no measure, Joys that through all time abide.

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

LITANY
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For those who are preparing for the Easter sacraments, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the baptized people of God and for their varied ministries, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all  may share, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For those who are poor, hungry, homeless, or sick, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:  Amen

PRAYER
P: Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
LESSON: Genesis 9:12-17
12 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh, and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

LESSON: Matthew 21:1-11
21When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet:
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

MESSAGE “The Donkey Reveals A Peaceful Savior”

HYMN OF THE DAY “Beneath  the Cross of Jesus”                  Hymn #107
Vs. 1 Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand;
 	 The shadow of a mighty rock Within a weary land,
 	 A home within a wilderness, A rest upon the way,
 	 From the burning of the noontide heat And burdens of the day.

Vs. 2 Upon the cross of Jesus, My eye at times can see
 	 The very dying form of one Who suffered there for me.
 	 And from my contrite heart, with tears, Two wonders I confess:
 	 The wonder of his glorious love And my unworthiness.

Vs. 3 I take, O cross, your shadow For my abiding place;
 	 I ask no other sunshine than The sunshine of his face;
 	 Content to let the world go by, To know no gain nor loss,
 	 My sinful self my only shame, My glory all, the cross.

OFFERING “We Give Thee but Thine Own”  vs. 1                       
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone a trust, O Lord from thee.

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Steadfast God, you bless us amid all the changes and chances of life. Grant us servant hearts, that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

PRAYERS
P: O God our help, you walk with us through all of life's changes.
C: Grant us strength, patience, wisdom, and understanding.

P: O God our hope, you come to us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.
C: Show us your salvation, and lead us in the way of the cross.

P: O God our shelter, you enfold us like a mother hen gathering her chicks.
C: Watch over all who are sick, grieving, lonely, and in need this day.

P: O God our home, you claim us as your beloved children.
C: Lord, remember us when you come into your kingdom.

P: All this we ask through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
P:  Let us pray as Jesus has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

BLESSING
P:  Let us bless the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

P:  Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
C:  Amen

SENDING HYMN “Now the Day Is Over”                                     Hymn #280
Vs. 1 Now the day is over; night is drawing nigh;
 	 shadows of the evening steal across the sky.

Vs. 2 Jesus, give the weary calm and sweet repose;
 	 with your tend'rest blessing may our eyelids close.

Vs. 3 Comfort ev'ry suff'rer watching late in pain;
 	 those who plan some evil, from their sin restrain.

Vs. 4 Through the long night-watches may your angels spread
 	 their bright wings above me, watching round my bed.

Vs. 5 When the morning wakens, then may I arise
 	 pure and fresh and sinless in your holy eyes.

Vs. 6 Glory to the Father, glory to the Son,
 	 and to you, blest Spirit, while the ages run.

DISMISSAL
P: Go now in peace, remember the poor. 
C: Thanks be to God.
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5. Through the long night watches
may thine angels spread

their white wings above me,
watching round my bed.

6. Glory to the Father,
glory to the Son,

and to thee, blest Spirit,
whilst all ages run.

Trinity Hymnal 406
TEXT: Sabine Baring-Gould, 1865
TUNE (MERRIAL 6.5.6.5.): Joseph Barnby, 1868
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