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SALT Parish
March 25, 2026
“Living Lent”

PRELUDE

WELCOME

OPENING DIALOGUE
P: Behold, now is the acceptable time;
C: now is the day of salvation.

P: Turn us again, O God of our salvation,
C:  that the light of your face may shine on us.

P:  May your justice shine like the sun;
C:  and may the poor be lifted up.

OPENING HYMN “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”     WOV #734
Vs. 1. Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
           calling for you and for me; See, on the portals he's 
 	   waiting and watching, watching for you and for me.

Refrain: Come home, come home; You who are 
 	      weary come home; Earnestly, tenderly, 
 	      Jesus is calling, calling, O sinner, come home!

Vs. 2. Why should we tary when Jesus is pleading,
 	   pleading for you and for me? Why should we linger and 
 	   heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me? Refrain

Vs. 3. O for the wonderful love he has promised,
 	  promised for you and for me! Though we have sinned, he has 
 	  mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for me. Refrain

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

LITANY
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For those who are preparing for the Easter sacraments, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the baptized people of God and for their varied ministries, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all  may share, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For those who are poor, hungry, homeless, or sick, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:  Amen

PRAYER
P: Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

LESSON: John 18:1-11
After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place because Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” 5 They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.”[a] Jesus replied, “I am he.”[b] Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus[c] said to them, “I am he,”[d] they stepped back and fell to the ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”[e] 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he.[f] So if you are looking for me, let these people go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” 10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. 11 Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

LESSON: John 12:12-16
12 The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of Israel!” 14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: 15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming,  sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to him.

MESSAGE “The Donkey Reveals A Burdened Savior”

HYMN OF THE DAY “Thy Holy Wings”           WOV #741
Vs. 1. Thy holy wings O Savior, spread gently over me
 	   and let me rest securely through good and ill in thee.
 	   Oh, be my strength and portion, my rock and hiding place,
  	   and let my every moment be lived within thy grace.

Vs. 2. Oh, let me nestle near thee, within thy downy breast
 	  where I will find sweet comfort aAnd peace within thy next.
 	  Oh, close thy wings around me and keep me safely there.
 	  for I am but a newborn and need thy tender care.
Vs. 3. Oh, wash me in the waters of Noah’s cleansing flood.
 	  Give me a willing spirit, a heart both clean and good.
 	  Oh, take into thy keeping, thy children great and small.
 	  and while we sweetly slumber, enfold us one and all.

OFFERING “We Give Thee but Thine Own”  vs. 1                       
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone a trust, O Lord from thee.

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Steadfast God, you bless us amid all the changes and chances of life. Grant us servant hearts, that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

PRAYERS
P: O God our help, you walk with us through all of life's changes.
C: Grant us strength, patience, wisdom, and understanding.

P: O God our hope, you come to us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.
C: Show us your salvation, and lead us in the way of the cross.

P: O God our shelter, you enfold us like a mother hen gathering her chicks.
C: Watch over all who are sick, grieving, lonely, and in need this day.

P: O God our home, you claim us as your beloved children.
C: Lord, remember us when you come into your kingdom.

P: All this we ask through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
P:  Let us pray as Jesus has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

BLESSING
P:  Let us bless the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

P:  Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
C:  Amen

SENDING HYMN “Now the Day Is Over”       Hymn #570
Vs. 1 Now the day is over; night is drawing nigh;
 	 shadows of the evening steal across the sky.

Vs. 2 Jesus, give the weary calm and sweet repose;
 	 with your tend'rest blessing may our eyelids close.
Vs. 3 Comfort ev'ry suff'rer watching late in pain;
 	 those who plan some evil, from their sin restrain.

Vs. 4 Through the long night-watches may your angels spread
 	 their bright wings above me, watching round my bed.

Vs. 5 When the morning wakens, then may I arise
 	 pure and fresh and sinless in your holy eyes.

Vs. 6 Glory to the Father, glory to the Son,
 	 and to you, blest Spirit, while the ages run.

DISMISSAL
P: Go now in peace, remember the poor. 
C: Thanks be to God.
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