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March 11, 2026
“Living Lent”

PRELUDE

WELCOME

OPENING DIALOGUE
P: Behold, now is the acceptable time;
C: now is the day of salvation.

P: Turn us again, O God of our salvation,
C:  that the light of your face may shine on us.

P:  May your justice shine like the sun;
C:  and may the poor be lifted up.

OPENING HYMN “The Glory of These Forty Days”                   ELW #320
Vs. 1 The glory of these forty days we cele-
 	  brate with songs of praise; for Christ, through whom all 
 	  things were made, himself has fasted and has prayed.

Vs. 2 Alone and fasting Moses saw the loving 
 	 God who gave the law; and to Elijah, 
 	 fasting, came the steeds and chariots of flame.

Vs. 3 So Daniel trained his mystic sight, delivered 
 	 from the lions’ might; and John, the Bridegroom’s 
 	 friend, became the herald of Messiah’s name.

Vs. 4 Then grant, O God, that we may, too, return in 
 	 fast and prayer to you. Our spirits strengthen 
 	 with your grace, and give us joy to see your face.

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

LITANY
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For those who are preparing for the Easter sacraments, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the baptized people of God and for their varied ministries, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all  may share, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For those who are poor, hungry, homeless, or sick, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:  Amen

PRAYER
P: Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

LESSON: Psalm 17:7-9
7 Wondrously show your steadfast love, O savior of those who seek refuge
from their adversaries at your right hand.
8 Guard me as the apple of the eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings,
9 from the wicked who despoil me, my deadly enemies who surround me.

LESSON: Matthew 23:37-39
37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 38 See, your house is left to you, desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”

MESSAGE “The Hen Reveals A Grieving Savior”

HYMN OF THE DAY “Day by Day”                                                   ELW #790
Vs. 1 Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me, bringing comfort
 	 to my anxious soul. Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me
 draw me nearer to my heav’nly goal. Love divine, beyond all mortal   
 measure, brings to naught the burdens of my quest; Savior
	 lead me to the home I treasure, where at last I’ll find eternal rest.

Vs. 2 Day by day, I know you will provide me strength to serve and
 	 wisdom to obey; I will seek your loving will to guide me
 	 o’er the paths I struggle day by day. I will fear no evil 
 	 of the morrow, I will trust in your enduring grace. Savior,
 	 help me bear life’s pain and sorrow till in glory I behold your face.

Vs. 3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my burdens
 	 grow to great to bear; oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
	 when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. Day by day, no matter 
 	 what betide me, you will hold me ever in your hand. Savior,
 	 with your presence here to guide me, I will reach at last the promised 
 	 land.
	 
OFFERING “We Give Thee but Thine Own”  vs. 1                       
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone a trust, O Lord from thee.

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Steadfast God, you bless us amid all the changes and chances of life. Grant us servant hearts, that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

PRAYERS
P: O God our help, you walk with us through all of life's changes.
C: Grant us strength, patience, wisdom, and understanding.

P: O God our hope, you come to us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.
C: Show us your salvation, and lead us in the way of the cross.

P: O God our shelter, you enfold us like a mother hen gathering her chicks.
C: Watch over all who are sick, grieving, lonely, and in need this day.

P: O God our home, you claim us as your beloved children.
C: Lord, remember us when you come into your kingdom.

P: All this we ask through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
P:  Let us pray as Jesus has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

BLESSING
P:  Let us bless the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

P:  Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
C:  Amen
SENDING HYMN “Now the Day Is Over”                                     Hymn #570
Vs. 1 Now the day is over; night is drawing nigh;
 	 shadows of the evening steal across the sky.

Vs. 2 Jesus, give the weary calm and sweet repose;
 	 with your tend'rest blessing may our eyelids close.

Vs. 3 Comfort ev'ry suff'rer watching late in pain;
 	 those who plan some evil, from their sin restrain.

Vs. 4 Through the long night-watches may your angels spread
 	 their bright wings above me, watching round my bed.

Vs. 5 When the morning wakens, then may I arise
 	 pure and fresh and sinless in your holy eyes.

Vs. 6 Glory to the Father, glory to the Son,
 	 and to you, blest Spirit, while the ages run.

DISMISSAL
P: Go now in peace, remember the poor. 
C: Thanks be to God.
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