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PRELUDE

WELCOME

OPENING DIALOGUE
P: Behold, now is the acceptable time;
C: now is the day of salvation.

P: Turn us again, O God of our salvation,
C:  that the light of your face may shine on us.

P:  May your justice shine like the sun;
C:  and may the poor be lifted up.

OPENING HYMN “Go to Dark Gethsemane”                                Hymn #347
Vs. 1 Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter’s pow'r;
 	 your Redeemer’s conflict see. Watch with him one bitter hour;
 	 turn not from his griefs away; learn from Jesus Christ to pray.

Vs. 2 Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned;
 	 oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs his soul sustained!
 	 Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; learn from him to bear the cross.

Vs. 3 Calv'ry’s mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at his feet,
 	 mark the miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.
 	 “It is finished!” hear him cry; learn from Jesus Christ to die.

Vs. 4 Early hasten to the tomb where they laid his breathless clay:
 	 all is solitude and gloom. Who has taken him away?
 	 Christ is ris'n! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise.

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

LITANY
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For those who are preparing for the Easter sacraments, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the baptized people of God and for their varied ministries, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all  may share, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  For those who are poor, hungry, homeless, or sick, let us pray to the Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:  Amen

PRAYER
P: Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
LESSON: John 2:14-17
4 In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves and the money changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, with the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

LESSON: Matthew 3:16-4:1
16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
4:1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil.

MESSAGE “The Dove Reveals An Angry Savior”

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”                Hymn #335
Vs. 1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, there's a precious fountain;
 	 free to all, a healing stream flows from Calv'ry's mountain.

Refrain: In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever;
 	      till my ransomed soul shall find rest beyond the river.

Vs. 2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me;
 	 there the bright and morning star sheds its beams around me. Refrain

Vs. 3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me;
 	 help me walk from day to day with its shadow o'er me. Refrain

Vs. 4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever,
 	 till I reach the golden strand just beyond the river. Refrain

OFFERING “We Give Thee but Thine Own”  vs. 1                       
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone a trust, O Lord from thee.

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Steadfast God, you bless us amid all the changes and chances of life. Grant us servant hearts, that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

PRAYERS
P: O God our help, you walk with us through all of life's changes.
C: Grant us strength, patience, wisdom, and understanding.

P: O God our hope, you come to us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.
C: Show us your salvation, and lead us in the way of the cross.

P: O God our shelter, you enfold us like a mother hen gathering her chicks.
C: Watch over all who are sick, grieving, lonely, and in need this day.

P: O God our home, you claim us as your beloved children.
C: Lord, remember us when you come into your kingdom.

P: All this we ask through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
P:  Let us pray as Jesus has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

BLESSING
P:  Let us bless the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.

P:  Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
C:  Amen

SENDING HYMN “Now the Day Is Over”                                     Hymn #570
Vs. 1 Now the day is over; night is drawing nigh;
 	 shadows of the evening steal across the sky.

Vs. 2 Jesus, give the weary calm and sweet repose;
 	 with your tend'rest blessing may our eyelids close.

Vs. 3 Comfort ev'ry suff'rer watching late in pain;
 	 those who plan some evil, from their sin restrain.

Vs. 4 Through the long night-watches may your angels spread
 	 their bright wings above me, watching round my bed.

Vs. 5 When the morning wakens, then may I arise
 	 pure and fresh and sinless in your holy eyes.

Vs. 6 Glory to the Father, glory to the Son,
 	 and to you, blest Spirit, while the ages run.

DISMISSAL
P: Go now in peace, remember the poor. 
C: Thanks be to God.
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