Faith Lutheran Church, Culver
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
~ JULY 5, 2026~

GATHERING
	PRELUDE

	WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

* 	CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                                                                WOV pg. 10                                
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
 	C:  Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
	C: Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

	P:  Gracious God,
C:  have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins, through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
	C: Amen.
		
* 	ENTRANCE HYMN “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”           LBW #439
	Vs. 1 What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
 		     What a privilege to carry Ev'rything to God in prayer!
             Oh, what peace we often forfeit; Oh, what needless pain we bear -
             All because we do not carry Ev'rything to God in prayer!
	
   Vs. 2 Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
 	        We should never be discouraged - Take it to the Lord in prayer.
 		    Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share?
 		   Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness - Take it to the Lord in prayer.

	Vs. 3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, Cumbered with a load of care?
 	 	    Precious Savior, still our refuge - Take it to the Lord in prayer.
 		    Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
 		    In his arms he'll take and shield you; You wilt find a solace there.

	*	GREETING	                                                                                               WOV pg. 28   
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
 	C: And also with you.

* 	KYRIE 						                                             WOV pg. 28   
	P:	Kyrie eleison:
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

	P:	Christe eleison:
	C:	Christ, have mercy.

	P:	Kyrie eleison:
	C:	Lord, have mercy.

* 	HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                        WOV pg.29                             
	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.

	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

	Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
	Glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth,
	And peace to God’s people on earth.

* 	PRAYER OF THE DAY
	L:  You are great, O God, 
C: and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and out hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you and serve, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “partners of hope.”

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.

Psalm 145:8-14
8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9Lord, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works. The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
10All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall bless you.
11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power.
12that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. You, Lord are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence

15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.
21So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

*    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                          WOV pg. 31                                                     
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

*   GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
 	Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

 	16(Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:)“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;     we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
    18“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
    25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
     28“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

	SERMON                                                       

	HYMN OF THE DAY “Softly and Tenderly, Tenderly Jesus is Calling”                   
 WOV #734
	Vs. 1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
 		 calling for you and for me; See, on the portals he's 
 		 waiting and watching, watching for you and for me.

	Refrain: 
    Come home, come home; You who are weary come home;
 	Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, O sinner, come home!

	Vs. 2 Why should we tary when Jesus is pleading,
 		 pleading for you and for me? Why should we linger and 
 	 	 heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me? Refrain
 	
	Vs. 3 O for the wonderful love he has promised,
 		 promised for you and for me! Though we have sinned, he has  
 		 mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for me. Refrain

*	APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                    WOV pg. 33     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
 	I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur ied; he descended into hell.
 	On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
 	he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 	and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
 	the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
 	the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* 	THE PRAYERS
		Lord, listen to your children praying,		                     WOV #775
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world and all of creation.

God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures and movements. Grant us wisdom to discern when your yokes are too heavy, that we may live and serve in the freedom of your rest. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home through war and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to loving tend. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks it declaration of independence, teach us our part in announcing peace for future generations. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who have become isolated or ill or who are in need especially


God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish to do. Free us from the cycles of violence that bind us, that all know your liberation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our home, you model freedom through love shared across communities of trust and goodwill. As we remember those now gone to eternal rest, we thank you for the gifts of life together. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.
	
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

MEAL
	PEACE
	P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
	C: And also with you.

* 	OFFERING “Let the vineyards”		                                     WOV pg. 35
	Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
	blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
	that we may be fed with the bread of life.
	Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we
 	offer now. Grace our table with your presence, Lord,
 	and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

*   OFFERING PRAYER
P: Merciful God,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given to us – our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
				
* 	GREAT THANKSGIVING 				                                             WOV pg. 36		P:	The Lord be with you.
 		C:  And also with you.

		P:	Lift up your hearts.
		C:	We lift them to the Lord.

		P:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
		C:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* 	WORDS OF INSTITUTION		                                                                 WOV pg. 36
		P:	In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Amen.

* 	LORD’S PRAYER	                                                                                     WOV pg. 39
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

		COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

 *	COMMUNION BLESSING
	P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
  you in his grace.
 		C: Amen.

*   CANTICLE                                                                                 WOV Pg. 40
Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell every-
one what God has done. Let all who seek the
Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name.
Send us with your promises, O God,
and lead us forth in joy with shouts
Of thanksgiving. Alleluia.

*    PRAYER                                                                                                       WOV Pg. 41                                 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.
C:  Amen.

	SENDING
* 	BLESSING                                                                                                    WOV Pg. 41                                 
 	P: Almighty God, Father + Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
 	C: Amen.


* 	SENDING HYMN “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”                              LBW #566
    Vs. 1 My country, 'tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty,
 	     Of thee I sing: Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrims'  
    	         pride, From ev'ry mountainside Let freedom ring.
	Vs. 2 My native country, thee, Land of the noble free,
 	   Thy name I love; I love thy rocks and rills, Thy woods and 
 	          templed hills; My heart with rapture thrills Like that above.

 	Vs. 3 Let music swell the breeze, And ring from all the trees
 	   Sweet freedom's song; Let mortal tongues awake; Let all that 
 			   breathe partake; Let rocks their silence break, The sound prolong.

 	Vs. 4 Our fathers' God, to thee, Author of liberty,
 	   To thee we sing: Long may our land be bright With freedom's 
 		 	   holy light. Protect us by thy might, Great God, our king.

* 	DISMISSAL					      
 	L:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
	C: We will! Thanks be to God!
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